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May God grant rest to our departed Brothers 
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 Date of Death   Date of Death 

EDWARD ANDERSON 3/21/2012  GEORGE B TAYLOR JR 2/23/1996 

EDMUND KANNAPEL 3/2/2012  JOSEPH CONNELLY 1/22/1996 

ROBERT SCHUIT 10/7/2011  FRANK P MC GUIRE 1/8/1996 

THOMAS W HOPKINS 6/13/2011  JOE 0 NEIL 8/21/1995 

JOHN R SULLIVAN 12/27/2010  JOSEPH A ALFANO 5/30/1995 

PETER P KAMINSKI SR 12/29/2010  THOMAS J CONROY 4/21/1994 

EDWIN J C PAJOR 8/2/2010  CHARLES J ELLUL 2/1/1993 

JOHN W DOWLING 6/9/2010  ANTHONY S MURABITO 9/1/1992 

CASIMIR M W0JTCZAK 12/22/2009  CARL J HENSCHEL 6/6/1992 

STANLEY J WISHBA 3/16/2009  JOHN T KOSTICK 4/1/1992 

MYRON A EDER 6/2/2008  RICHARD E SNEDEKER 1/1/1992 

MICHAEL J HENNESSY 3/2/2008  JOHN L SHAUGHNESSY III 7/11/1991 

GEORGE T DUFFELS 12/12/2005  EDWARD J HAND 6/1/1991 

GEORGE J CLOUD 7/27/2005  GREGORY P MC KINNON 9/1/1990 

FRED G SPRUGEL 5/17/2005  REV GEORGE A BROWN 2/1/1990 

LINCOLN W SARGIS 4/29/2005  RAYMOND R RYAN 2/1/1990 

FRANK J DEMSKI 3/13/2005  ROBERT J SCHMIDT 11/1/1989 

JAMES M DONATO 9/9/2004  ROBERT J HICKEY 1/1/1989 

LEON GAVIN 2/15/2004  WALTER J P0DGURSKI 7/1/1988 

JOSEPH S WILCZYNSKI 1/19/2004  LEON A KORDELL 1/1/1988 

ALFRED W WELKER 12/6/2003  LEONARD T ONEIL 9/1/1987 

JOHN W FELTEN JR 1/4/2003  FRANK R BOBLINK 1/25/1987 

THOMAS F BERNAS SR 12/28/2002  ALEXANDER D NIGRO 10/1/1985 

FRED MASSAT 12/1/2002  GEORGE W DAKER 6/1/1985 

VERNON G SWILLUM 12/1/2002  PAUL J JOSCHKO SR 2/1/1985 

FRANK W TROTTA 7/1/2002  J0HN P SIKIRICA 5/1/1984 

EDWARD C NOVAK 6/9/2002  DONALD D MCINERNEY 9/1/1983 

JAMES E KENNEDY 9/19/2001  RAYMOND I LYONS 8/1/1983 

GERALD R RYAN 11/15/2000  FRANCIS C SHANAHAN 6/1/1983 

GEORGE B CORNYN 8/17/2000  JOHN JOHN WAIL 6/1/1983 

EDWARD M DELINE 3/16/2000  LARRY F ENNIS 11/1/1982 

JOSEPH I BOUTCHER 3/2/2000  HARRY J HARTMANN 2/1/1982 

THOMAS J FELTEN 1/29/2000  EDWARD F KASPRZYCKI 11/1/1981 

CHESTER J BANASZAK JR 12/18/1998  VIRGIL W HORTON 5/1/1981 

LEO N YOUNG 12/11/1998  GEORGE F MALONE 2/1/1981 

CASIMIR N WOJTCZAK 3/21/1998  KENNETH SVOBODA 3/1/1980 

WALTER J BANASZAK 11/9/1997  ALBERT J HANSEN 11/1/1979 

ALFRED X WELKER 6/15/1997  WILLIAM G DUCHARME 5/1/1979 

EDWARD B WALSH 3/16/1997  ROBERT J ZIMMERMAN 2/1/1979 

JOHN C PEASE 12/23/1996  JERCME V KONCEL 8/1/1976 

JOHN L DONOVAN 7/22/1996    



  

To Our Ladies 

The Fourth Degree is the highest degree of the Knights of Columbus. 

It is offered only to those Knights who have shown themselves to be espe-

cially solicitous of the welfare of their Church, their families, their com-

munity and their nation. 

To a considerable degree, Fourth Degree activities are family ac-

tivities. For that reason we have prepared this booklet for you. It is in-

tended as a brief overview of the Fourth Degree, and in particular, the spe-

cial relationship it has to the ladies of its members. Therefore we address 

these pages to you. 

 

The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Purpose 

 

     The Fourth Degree is the Patriotic Degree of the Knights of Colum-

bus, and on a national level, it comprises roughly 10% of the member-

ship of the Order. It has five major objectives. 

 

 1. To promote and strengthen the patriotic spirit of the civic  

     community. 

 

 2.  To educate its members, and others, both in the teachings of Holy Mother 

      Church and the history of our nation. 

 

 3.  To promote by example the highest type of citizenship so necessary for the 

      preservation and perpetuation of Republican form of government, and   

     its democratic institutions. 

 

 4.  To oppose dissemination and spread of doctrine dangerous to our form 

       of government, and to the Divine law of faith and morality. 

 

 5.  To support by word and deed, the duly constituted authorities of local, state 

       And  national government, and to recognize excellence in public life. 

 

      The Fourth Degree, both collectively and individually, supports those 

 religious, civic, and charitable causes which are designed to implement 

one or more of those five objectives. 

 



 

 

History 
 

  

     Not many years after the Knights of Columbus was organized in 1882, 

many of the members began to urge the foundation of a higher degree. 

The Supreme Board of Directors approved the formation of the Fourth 

Degree in 1899. The first exemplification of the Fourth Degree was 

held at the Aster Hotel in New York on February 22, 1900 with a class 

of 1400 candidates.  The ritual added patriotism to the three original 

principles of the Order: Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 

   

     The degree expanded swiftly, and a separate board of governors was 

set up for the new degree in 1910. The chief executive officer of the 

Fourth Degree is the Supreme Master. The Fourth Degree is divided in 

to geographical units known as provinces, of which there are nineteen.  

The top level of this Fourth Degree leadership is vested in the supreme 

assembly consisting of the supreme master, supreme secretary, and the 

vice supreme masters.  The supreme assembly is subjected to the su-

preme board of directors. 

  

   Our province is the Marquette Province and consists of the states of 

Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. The chief executive officer of the 

province is the Vice‑ Supreme Master. Each province is divided into dis-

tricts which normally, with few exceptions, coincide with the respective 

states. Each District has a executive officer known as the Master. 

  

     The first master in Illinois was Patrick L. McArdle, who was appointed 

master in 1903.  Under his leadership the Fourth Degree was exemplified 

in Chicago in 1904 and 1905. 

  

     Illinois was first divided into two districts when the southern district 

was created in 1912.  The central district was formed in 1916, and then in 

the late 60’s the western district came into being.  The state was reorgan-

ized into two districts in 1988.  The northern district is made up of the dio-

ceses of Chicago, Joliet and Rockford.  The southern district consists of the 

Springfield, Belleville and Peoria Dioceses. 



Social Activities 
       Each Fourth Degree Assembly schedules a number of social events 

during the year that involve the ladies. At least one dinner meeting is 

dedicated to the wives, mothers, girlfriends, and sisters of the assembly 

members. Most Assemblies hold anniversary banquets at which the ladies 

are honored guests. This is also true of memorial services for deceased 

members and for ceremonial occasions. The ladies are always invited 

to installation ceremonies for assembly officers. These social occa-

sions afford the Sir Knights of the Fourth Degree and their ladies to 

become personally acquainted with members of councils represented in 

the assembly. 

       There are no hard and fast rules concerning dress for ladies, rather, 

the inherent good taste of the ladies is the best guide for them in choos-

ing the proper attire for a given occasion. For major social, or ceremo-

nials events, many ladies choose to appear in formal wear. Others are 

comfortable in cocktail dresses. Some select suits or dresses which they 

consider appropriate for the occasion. The wise Sir Knight judiciously 

avoids any attempt to dictating to the ladies, especially in an area in 

which the ladies are better equipped to decide. 
 

The Uniform 
     One of the charms of the Fourth Degree lies in the fact that it is the 

uniformed degree of the order. It is the part of the order which is most 

visible to the public. The uniform consists of black tuxedo, plain white 

shirt, black bow tie, black cummerbund, black shoes black socks and 

social baldric. A regulation Fourth Degree lapel pin and a pocket name 

badge are optional and highly recommended. The jewel of current of-

fice, worn on the official ribbon around the neck is authorized, as are 

miniature medals of jewel of Knights of Columbus offices previously 

held, worn on the left breast tuxedo jacket pocket. The uniform is worn 

on public occasions, when the Fourth Degree participates as a group in a 

church ceremony; on the occasion of wakes and funerals of members, 

and high church dignitaries; for memorial services; in civic or patriotic 

ceremonies of solemnity and dignity. It is also recommended to be worn 

for special K of C social occasions such as parties and balls. 

     Fourth Degree members should purchase a cape, chapeaux, white 

gloves and a ceremonial sword and these may be purchased one piece at a 

time and given as birthday gifts, Christmas and anniversary gifts. The 

Faithful Comptroller will be pleased to assist in the purchase of these 

items and to advise on the approximate cost of each. All Fourth Degree 

members are urged to purchase these items and become a member of the 

Color Corp of their Assembly which is organized to participate in spe-

cial religious activities, during which the pocket name badge and other 

adornments are removed. The Color Corp Commander will instruct the 

members in this regard. 



Colors 
   Many of our Ladies, as well as some long time members of the Third 

Degree of our order have asked about the various colors of capes and cha-

peau worn by the Fourth Degree when in full regalia, and what these col-

ors signify. They are as follows:  

 Vice Supreme Master  Light Blue 

 Master    Gold 

 District Marshal   Green 

 Faithful Navigator  White 

 General Membership  Red Cape—White Plumes 
 

   Once a Sir Knight attains an office, he is entitled to wear the colors of 

that office until he is elected or appointed to a higher office, except for 

the Marshal [appointed by the Master of District] and the Color Corps 

Commanders [appointed by the Faithful Navigator] who are appointed 

for a specific term and then revert to their previous colors when that 

term expires.  

Fourth Degree Emblem 
     The triad emblem of the Fourth Degree features 

 the Dove, the Cross,  and the Globe.  

The Globe – God the Father, Creator of the Universe.  

The Cross—God of Son, Redeemer of Mankind 

The Dove—God the Holy Spirit.  Sanctifier of Humanity. 

A blue Globe with the lands of the Western Hemisphere in white. 

A red Cross with gold borders, and gold knobs at the ends of the points 

forming the ends of the arms of the Cross (also known as the Isabella 

Cross.)  A white dove.   Red, white and blue are used to stress the basic 

principle of the Fourth Degree. 

- PATRIOTISM - 
 

Encouragement 
   In all its programs and activies the Fourth Degree delights in the coop-

eration and company of the ladies. Only the actual business sessions and 

exemplifications are closed meetings. The Fourth Degree depends on 

the wives and ladies of its members to encourage and assist the Sir 

Knight in their duties and responsibilities as member, so that each 

member will realize his full potential as a member of this fraternal soci-

ety, and as a member of the Mystical Body of Christ. 

       We ask for full and complete assistance of our ladies in our endeav-

ors and we hope your association, and that of your Sir Knight, with the 

Fourth Degree result in many hours and year of  fulfillment and enrich-

ment and that it will also be socially rewarding. 



Illness 
 

   The Knights of Columbus is a Fraternal organization. With Frater-

nity as one of its cardinal virtues, the support and assistance of mem-

ber in times of illness is of major importance. Should illness strike 

your Sir Knight, you ladies or other family members, are requested to 

notify one of the Fourth Degree members or your acquaintance, of the 

fact immediately. Other member will be then advised and will be 

asked to remember their Brother in their prayers, to visit him, and to 

offer any needed assistance.  This, of course, always has a cheering 

effect on the ailing members. 
 

   It is important that notification be made to a member of the assem-

bly, as soon as possible, by some member of their family. That is the 

only way that other Sir Knights can be made aware of their Brother's ill-

ness. 
 

Death 

   Death comes to all men, but one of the great consolations of our 

Catholic faith is that death is a beginning, not an end. The chief aim 

of fraternalism, in this respect, is the consolation of the bereaved. The 

Knights of Columbus offer certain rites in connection with the death of 

a member, designed to remind the living of the Promise of the Resur-

rection and to demonstrate the esteem in which the deceased is held 

by the fraternity. The following are some steps which should be 

taken by a member of the deceased Sir Knight's family upon the 

death of the Sir Knight. 
 

1. Each Assembly has a member, usually the Fraternal Chairman, 

whose responsibility it is to maintain close contact with the family 

of the deceased Sir Knight during the period immediately follow-

ing the death. His name and telephone number should be pub-

lished in the assembly newsletter. He is the Fourth Degree Rep-

resentative, and should be notified of the death of a Sir Knight as 

soon as possible. He, in turn, will notify the proper persons. If the 

family so wishes, the Fourth Degree Representative will also 

assist in the following measures. 
 

2. If it is in keeping with the wishes of the family, arrangements 

should be made with the funeral director to have the deceased Sir 

Knight attired in the uniform of the Fourth Degree [Black Tux 

and Accessories]. The cape and chapeau and his sheathed sword 

are to be placed upon the casket during the wake and funeral 

and a proper notification to his Brother Sir Knight be included 

in the death notice in the newspaper. 



 
3. Fourth Degree members of the Assembly will mount an Honor 

Guard, "Watch of the Dead" at the wake. One Sir Knight in full 

regalia stands at the head of the casket and one at the foot during 

the wake. The Guard is change at regular intervals. 

 

4. Following the wake services, a certificate of condolence is pre-

sented to the widow or a member of the family, expressing the 

sense of loss shared by the assembly and the bereaved family. 

 

5. Subject to availability, and at the request of the family of the de-

ceased, Four Degree Knights will serve as pallbearers. Such re-

quest should be made through the Fourth Degree Representative, 

who will assist the family in securing the active pallbearers. Ac-

tive pallbearers will wear the uniform of the Fourth Degree mi-

nus the sword. 

 

6. At the conclusion of the graveside rites, or at some other appropri-

ate time during the wake or funeral, the sword of the deceased Sir 

Knight will be presented to one of the sons of the deceased 

[usually the eldest], or the widow or nearest relative in a appro-

priate ceremony.  The Faithful Navigator, Color Corp Com-

mander or some other designated officer will make the presenta-

tion. 


